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MONTCLAIR SAFETY AND IMPROVEMENT COUNCIL

Traffic and Pedestrian Safety Community Meeting Minutes

September 13, 2007 

Montclair Elementary Auditorium
Steering Committee present:
Roger Brett, Lida Broadhurst, Jim Clardy, Claudia Falconer, Midge Lester, Doug Mosher, Roger Vickery
Steering Committee absent: 
Jill Broadhurst, Robbie Neely, Nick Vigilante
Advisory & Guests:
Sue Piper, District 4, Jacque Long, plus as noted below
The meeting was called to order by Chair, Roger Vickery at 7:05 PM

1. Welcome (Roger Vickery)

· Roger welcomed the audience and speakers, introduced the volunteer MSIC Steering Committee members, and provided an overview of the meeting purpose and guidelines.
2. MSIC Elections (Jim Clardy)

· Jim noted the MSIC Steering Committee Community Representative and Officer candidates up for election, as follows:
· Roger Vickery – Community Representative for two year term

· Jill Broadhurst – Community Representative for two year term

· Barbara Goldenberg – Community Representative for two year term

· Mimi Rohr – Community Representative for two year term

· Roger Vickery – Chair Officer for one year term

· Jill Broadhurst – Vice Chair Officer for one year term

· Mimi Rohr – Secretary Officer for one year term

· Barbara Goldenberg – Treasurer Officer for one year term
· Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously carried, all Community Representative and Officer candidates noted above were approved and elected.
· Jim also noted that Nancy Havassy was rejoining the Steering Committee as an Appointed Representative for the Thornhill Creekside Neighbors & Friends association.
3. Traffic and Pedestrian Safety/The 4 E’s (Sue Piper)

Sue Piper - District 4

· Sue opened with an overview of the 4 E’s (Engineering, Enforcement, Education, Empowerment) and the two main reasons for centering this meeting around Traffic and Pedestrian Safety:

· School has just started, and safety is a big concern regarding children
· Traffic tends to be one of the hottest issues for Jean Quan’s office and for the MSIC
· Sue introduced the guests from PWA, OPD and OFD, who presented in turn:
Wladimir Wlassowsky - Division Mgr, Public Works Agency (Engineering)


· Wlad introduced Traffic Engineers Joe Wang and Ade Oluwasogo. He noted that Joe and Ade are responsible for traffic signals, signs, etc. for all of Oakland. They perform research and follow established standards to improve traffic safety.
· Traffic issues are prioritized based on accident history, volume of traffic, resident complaints, etc. To make a complaint or raise a Public Works traffic issue, email pwacallcenter@oaklandnet.com, go through Sue, or contact the MSIC.
Lt. Anthony Banks - Traffic Enforcement, Oakland Police Department (Enforcement)
· Tony introduced officers Jason Scott and John Encinas. Jason was introduced as the acting Beat 13Z Problem Solving Officer.
· Tony noted that there should be 24 assigned traffic officers; however they are down 7 or 8 at this time. Traffic Enforcement only enforces traffic, and does not respond to crimes, ticket parked cars, etc. 

· Tony occasionally sends out statistics on enforcement, i.e. to the Skyline Blvd. group. His dept. receives complaints from many sources, including email, by phone, in person, etc. Any resident may call 238-3155, Option 8, to report a traffic related concern. 

· Traffic Enforcement officers prioritize problems and complaints based on collision reports from Traffic Engineering, known problem areas, repeat complaints, etc.

Sue Piper - District 4 (Education & Empowerment)
· Sue explained that it is critical that neighbors organize and work together to address traffic issues. Sue noted the success that the Skyline Blvd. Traffic Group has had in engaging PWA and OPD to address long-standing traffic issues along that thoroughfare, especially following the tragic death of bicyclist Ed Weiss. 

· Sue noted that a citizen Radar Gun Pilot Program is underway and being tested in areas deemed safe to start with. Jean Quan has secured funding for several radar guns to be used by teams of 3 citizens. Tony noted that a form letter is at the City Attorney for review, and that the first teams may be implemented in a month or two. These first teams are not planned to be within the MSIC area.

4. Traffic and Pedestrian Safety Issues Being Addressed in Montclair (Sue Piper)
A.
Skyline Blvd. Traffic Group
· Sue gave an overview of the efforts by the Skyline Blvd. Traffic Group. Several individuals then presented on traffic status as related to Skyline Blvd:

Joe Wang


· Joe reviewed the series of meetings held between the Skyline Blvd. Traffic Group and PWA. He noted that PWA has responded by repairing centerline reflectors, adding roadway stencils, and reviewing proposed stop signs and a proposed traffic island at Skyline/Shepherd Canyon/Pinehurst/Manzanita.
Lt. Anthony Banks


· Tony noted that they have been giving out about 60 citations a month along and near Skyline Blvd. His officers have also spoken with motorcyclists hanging out at “The Wall” on Grizzly Peak. They have also used a police helicopter to assist with traffic enforcement. Tony also noted that with a new safety grant he plans to purchase a radar assisted speed sign, to be placed along Skyline. And his department now has 16 LIDAR units in service, with everyone trained, and these have been used along Skyline for enforcement.
Doug Mosher


· Doug provided a brief overview of the formation of the Skyline Blvd. Traffic Group and how they have worked together to address the traffic issues with Sue Piper/Jean Quan’s office, MSIC, PWA and OPD. Doug noted that progress is being made, and improvements noticeable, but there is still work to be done, especially in terms of neighborhood empowerment.

B.
School Traffic Update


· Sue noted that the grant for the school path between Scout Road and Joaquin Miller School is being written, and that further work is being done to improve traffic issues around all 4 Montclair area schools. 
C.
Unsafe Driving in Other Areas of Montclair
· Sue also noted that the traffic and speeding issues on Liggett, Snake, Moraga and Magellan are being addressed by her office, MSIC, PWA and OPD.
D.
Narrow Roads and Parking Issues
· Sue reviewed issues on Florence Terrace and other areas in the Montclair area with respect to parking. 
Jim Edwards - Deputy Chief, Oakland Fire Department


· Jim reviewed the different types of fire apparatus--30’ Engines and 60’ Trucks--that must negotiate Montclair hills in the event of an emergency. Illegal and improper parking of cars by residents is a concern as they can block these fire vehicles from getting through.
· Jim noted that on Florence Terrace the Fire Dept. drove a truck up the street and identified places where residents cannot park. He also noted that OFD has been ticketing improperly parked cars in the hills.
· The OFD intents to expand these drive-throughs on other narrow streets in our area.
5. Traffic Lights at La Salle and Mountain (Sue Piper)

· Sue gave an overview of the stop light being proposed for La Salle and Mountain in Montclair Village.
Wladimir Wlassowsky - Division Mgr, Public Works Agency


· Wlad and Ade reviewed the status of the traffic light project. The original traffic light request was made in 1974, and after an evaluation it was deemed unnecessary. A 1978 study of the intersection recommended 4-way stop signs, which were installed. In 2005 the intersection became a priority for PWA due to increased pedestrian and vehicular traffic, increased accidents and other factors. A stop light was added to the budget request.
· Wlad discussed other options, including raised roadways, bulb-outs, lighted crosswalks and traffic circles. Some of these may still be viable, and PWA is studying the feasibility of these traffic calming measures. 
· Wlad did note that the stop light has been approved, although a further analysis by PWA and review of any additional input from the MVA and Montclair residents will be conducted. Wlad also noted that there have been 11 - 13 accidents in 5 years at this intersection, and 2 recent accidents involving pedestrians.

6. Q&A/Comments (Roger Vickery)

· The following questions and comments were provided by the attendees (with some answers given by the appropriate individuals):
· Traffic Light at La Salle Ave. and Mountain Blvd.
· Comment - the stop light at La Salle and Mountain will cause gridlock and will tie up traffic in the Village. It is totally unnecessary.
· Comment - Montclair residents cannot accept that the stop light at La Salle and Mountain, and should go to the City Council to protest. It will create more problems than it solves.

· Question - have there been any simulations or calculations to determine how the stop light at La Salle and Mountain will really affect traffic flow? (Unanswered).
· Question - what will the cost of the stop light at La Salle and Mountain be? (Answer from Wlad - approximately $250k - $275k).
· Question - what will the environmental impact of the stop light at La Salle and Mountain be? (Unanswered).
· Comment - the stop light at La Salle and Mountain is a waste of taxpayer’s money. A stop light at Ascot and Mountain is much more critical.

· Question - can the funds for the stop light at La Salle and Mountain be diverted to other traffic engineering projects if the light is not implemented? (Answer from Wlad and Sue - No).
· Thornhill Drive

· Comment - speeding on Thornhill is a major problem, especially around the schools (including the Nursery School). The Nursery School should be included in the “school zone” signage.
· Question - can the school zone area on Thornhill be extended to cover the Nursery School? (Unanswered).
· Comment - the stop light at Thornhill and Mountain needs to have an all-red time of 2 seconds, as many people run that light. It also needs to be adjusted to allow a longer pedestrian crossing time.
· Comment - Thornhill is an emergency evacuation route for Thornhill School. 250 staff and students may have to evacuate along the road, causing major traffic issues.
· Comment - there is a problem with traffic coming over the hill near Gouldin, and a blinking yellow light before Gouldin might help.
· Snake Road

· Comment - speeding and traffic issues are rampant on Snake, from the Fire Station near Skyline to the bottom--signs are not being observed, vehicles show disrespect to residents, bicyclists do not obey the law, and there are many deer along the roadway (plus Animal Control does not pick up the killed animals). There needs to be more and better signs and enforcement.
· Comment - the area near the intersection of Mountain and Snake (at the bottom of Snake) needs attention as well--residents are fearful of walking there due to dangerous and inconsiderate drivers.

· Other

· Comment - a crosswalk at Broadway Terrace and Pinewood is needed.

· Comment - Florence Terrace (outside of MSIC area) is an example of the failure of the city to address long-term traffic problems.
· Comment - the intersections at La Salle and Mountain need the pedestrian crossings repainted.

· Question - is there any enforcement of laws besides speeding (stop sign violations, etc.)? (Answer from Jason Scott - yes, he is in the process of learning the area and the trouble spots, but he has been ticketing for many different types of traffic violations).

· Comment - it was suggested to tow cars that are illegally parked along residential streets.
· Comment - the intersections at Estates, Wood and La Salle needs to be reviewed as there are no stop signs, the 15mph speed limit is ignored, and it is a blind intersection.
· Comment - if you see commercial vehicles breaking the law, call into the company and report it.
· Question - are parking meters in Montclair Village being eliminated? (Answer - most are being eliminated and replaced by a central parking meter, but some will remain).
· Comment - there needs to be more bicycle racks in Montclair Village

· It was noted by Roger that the questions raised prior to and during this meeting, and the answers to be provided, will be posted on the MSIC Web site as soon as possible. See attached for questions submitted prior to the meeting.
· Sue noted that when reporting any traffic problem to her or to the city, as much information as possible needs to be provided--for example time and day of occurrence, details of issue, reporting person’s contact information, etc.
7. Adjournment
· The next MSIC Steering Committee meeting is planned for Thursday, October 11, at 7:00 PM. The location is TBD
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Doug Mosher 

Interim Secretary
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