MONTCLAIR SAFETY AND IMPROVEMENT COUNCIL

Public Meeting Minutes

September 23, 2004 

Montclair Presbyterian Church, 5701 Thornhill Drive, Oakland, CA  94611

Steering Committee Members Present:  Jill Broadhurst, Jim Clardy, Jim Dexter, Eric Dremann, Nancy Havassy, Robbie Neely, Tom O’Toole, Roger Vickery, Nick Vigilante, Helen Wyman. 

Advisory &Guests:  Officer Aisthorpe, Mindy Flynn Craig, Raul Godinez II, Barbara Goldenberg, Paul Lessard, Sandi Mauricio, Officer Morse, Michael Neary, Jean Quan, Officer Helena Schmitt, Officer Watson, Wladimir Wlassowsky.      

The meeting was called to order by Chair, Nick Vigilante at 7:00 PM

1. Welcome (Nick Vigilante, MSIC Chair)

2. Updates from Project Teams

· Blight/Beautification (Jill Broadhurst, MSIC)

Update on current project at Thornhill & Moraga and possible future projects for park improvement, safe paths and landscaping.  Request for volunteers.

· Emergency Preparedness and Response (Barbara Goldenberg, MSIC)
Presented goals for increasing awareness and prevention; survival kits.  Encouraged participation through CORE/Home Alert. 

· Mail/Identity Theft (Robbie Neely, MSIC)

Update on success of mail theft education and prevention; partnership with OPD and USPS; goal to improve reporting and tracking of mail theft.

3. Traffic and Pedestrian Safety Team Presentation          

· Preliminary report from Pedestrian Questionnaire (Jim Dexter, MSIC)
A success; 138 responses, many with detailed comments; a second questionnaire will be prepared for distribution for the Montclair neighbors on the west side of the freeway.

· Traffic and pedestrian safety improvements completed and a look at what’s on the drawing board (Mindy Flynn Craig, MSIC)

Comprehensive presentation about neighborhood traffic problems that have been identified, and possible solutions to increase overall pedestrian safety in Montclair.  

· The importance of Montclair traffic and pedestrian safety issues to the City 

(Jean Quan, City Council District 4)

Past and present involvement; neighborhood volunteers needed for safety solutions on narrow streets; use of mediation to help solve neighborhood parking problems. 

· The MSIC’s Traffic & Pedestrian Safety Team is establishing a working relationship with Oakland’s Public Works Department (Paul Lessard, MSIC)
Will have monthly meetings.

· The Public Works Administration (PWA) - (Raul Godinez II, Director, Michael Neary, Assistant Director and Wladimir Wlassowsky, Transportation Services, PWA)
Organization chart of the newly reorganized PWA was handed out and explained by PWA Director, Raul Godinez II.  Wladimir Wlassowsky, Manager of Transportation Services, explained traffic calming strategies, costs and plans.  He noted that PWA database tracks requests for traffic calming devices.

· Improving pedestrian safety around Montclair’s four schools (Jim Dexter, MSIC)

Explanation of TPST plans for Montclair schools areas.  He noted that traffic fines are doubled in school zones.

4. Introduction of Oakland Police Officers for Beat 13Z  (Sandi Mauricio, NSC, OPD)

 
Beat Officers Watson, Aisthorpe, FPU, Morse, Traffic Enforcement and Helena Schmitt, Problem Solving Officer.

5. Comments, Questions and Concerns (open mike) 
· Illegally parked cars blocking narrow streets prevent emergency vehicle access

· City should require more parking for new home construction 

· Sidewalks needed on Moraga Avenue

· Speeding on Snake Road (from Thornhill Drive to Colton Blvd.) should be addressed

· Speeding at schools should be addressed

· Saroni Drive storm drain neighborhood clean up suggested

· Sidewalks needed on Thornhill Drive (from Grisborne Ave. to Mountain Blvd.)

· Have neighbors victimized by ‘Cat Burglar’ been satisfied with OPD response?

· Fire inspectors are not effective

· Traffic violations on Monzal Avenue and Mountain Blvd. should be addressed (Beat 13Y)

· Rash of crime on Taurus Drive (Beat 13Y) 
· Rash of crime in Piedmont Pines area

· Vandalism on Skyline Blvd. (from Carisbrook to Castle Drive) 

6. Election of Steering Committee Members & Officers 

Upon a motion duly made, seconded, and carried, all interim officers were elected. 

7. Treasurer and Finance Committee Report (Roger Vickery)

8. Top 3 Police Priorities for August 2004:

1) Police presence at Joaquin Miller and Montera Schools on Ascot to enforce speeding and traffic laws at peak morning drop-off and afternoon pick-up times of 8 to 9:00 AM and 2:45 to 3:45 PM on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and 1:00 to 2:00 PM on Wednesday afternoons.  

2) Speed monitoring on Mountain Blvd. from Colton to Thornhill Drive.

3) Speed monitoring on La Salle from Moraga Avenue to Wood Drive.

Additional Concerns:  Also see:  Comments, Questions and Concerns.

The meeting was adjourned by Chair, Nick Vigilante at 9:35 PM 

Total in attendance:  56

Next meeting date:  January 20, 2005 – Montera Middle School

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Havassy
Secretary

