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What is CORE?


CORE stands for Citizens of Oakland Respond to Emergencies. The mission of CORE, taken from the CORE Web site at http://www.oaklandnet.com/fire/core/about.htmlis to “…promote the spirit of neighbor helping neighbor and to provide the highest quality emergency and disaster prevention, preparedness and response training.” CORE personnel provide free emergency training, and assist neighborhood organizations such as ours to prepare for likely disasters (fire, earthquake, etc.). The goal is to be as self-sufficient as possible until official emergency services are available – which may be 72 hours or more here in the Hills. In addition, by encouraging neighbors to work together, CORE fosters better neighborhood relationships and a stronger sense of community. Check out their Web site!








 “Your Named Neighborhood Organization” Newsletter – Issue 1





How Can I Be Involved, And Do I Really Need To Be?


At the minimum, we would like to 1) have everyone’s emergency contact information, 2) know if there are any special needs you may have in an emergency, and 3) know of any special skills you could offer to others. 





Special needs would include the elderly, people with medical conditions, children, pets, etc. Special skills you could offer might include first aid/CPR, carpentry, construction, radio operation, search and rescue, etc. 


	


You certainly do not have to attend CORE training (although it should definitely be to your and your family’s benefit), but if our neighborhood organization has at least this basic information, then we can better help each other in an emergency. Be assured that





What is a Neighborhood Organization? 


A Neighborhood Organization is a group of residents who work together on issues important to them. These can include emergency preparedness, crime prevention, beautification, or any other area of concern, Montclair Organized Neighborhoods (MONs) are neighborhood organizations that are promoted and supported by the Montclair Safety and Improvement Council (MSIC). 





Our MON has been working as neighbors over the past several months to build up our neighborhood organization – in part to attend the CORE emergency training and preparedness classes, and in part to get to better know our neighbors!








CORE III Training Offered


If you have completed CORE I and II training, then you may want to sign up for CORE III training from the CORE Web site at http://www.oaklandnet.com/fire/core/core3.html


CORE III training covers basic fire suppression, damage assessment, light search and rescue, disaster first aid, emergency communications, etc. It is more of a time commitment than CORE I and II, but when completed you are registered as a Disaster Service Worker. We encourage as many folks to take CORE III training as possible. As a further incentive, our neighborhood receives benefits and supplies for the more folks that attend CORE III. 








Our CORE Activities Update


To date we have held CORE I and CORE II level training for our Montclair Organized Neighborhood. About 20 neighbors attended both sessions – excellent attendance! We are currently working on completing our neighborhood contact list and on creating an emergency “Neighborhood Command Center” with appropriate supplies. We are also planning for upcoming neighborhood activities and gatherings – your input and volunteer assistance is most welcome. Stay tuned for more information on these events…





Communications


One of the biggest challenges during any emergency is communications. In a disaster you won’t be able to count on land or cell phone lines working. Hand held radios (FRS/GMRS) and ham radios will be critical. We will be organizing our ability to communicate amongst ourselves and with Oakland Fire, and if you’re interested in working on this, and/or you have these types of radios, please let us know. We will be testing our radio communications capabilities soon – if you’d like to help, please contact us.








Why Bother with CORE Training?


If there is a local disaster, such as a major earthquake or fire, we have to be prepared to find shelter, food and water, protect our property, free people who are trapped, offer first aid, and be able to evacuate if necessary. Oakland emergency services, such as Police and Fire, may not be able to assist us (or even make it up the hill to us) for several days or even a week! During that time we will be fending for ourselves. We need to be organized as a neighborhood so that we can help each other out when, not if, this occurs.





CORE I training provides information on reducing household hazards, creating a family emergency plan, preparing emergency supply kits, etc. CORE II training covers organizing a neighborhood emergency response system, setting up a Neighborhood Command Center (neighborhood emergency operations center), creating emergency response teams, planning for a neighborhood evacuation, etc.


(continued on the back)





We encourage everyone to attend at least CORE I, and hopefully CORE II – it only takes one evening for each session. If you were unable to make our neighborhood CORE I and/or CORE II training, you may still attend these sessions provided at various locations in Oakland. For more information, please call 510.238.6351 or visit the CORE Web site at http://www.oaklandnet.com/fire/core/training.html

















If you have completed CORE I and II training, then you may sign up for CORE III training at: http://www.oaklandnet.com/fire/core/core3.html. We encourage everyone to take CORE III training if possible, as our organization receives benefits and supplies for the more folks that attend CORE III.





If you were unable to attend CORE I or II training, you may still attend sessions provided at various locations in Oakland. Visit the CORE Website at: http://www.oaklandnet.com/fire/core/core1.html for more info, or call 510.238.6351.








this contact/needs/skills information will not be shared with anyone other than CORE leaders.





If you want to become more involved with CORE, or with helping to build better neighborhood relations, or with organizing neighborhood activities – fantastic, your assistance is welcome! See contacts below.


	








What’s Next?


As noted above, we are continuing to build our neighborhood emergency readiness through CORE. We will also be organizing more neighborhood gatherings – block party anyone?! And [date] is “National Night Out”, and we are holding an ice cream (or hot chocolate if it’s foggy) stop at [location] at 7:00pm for anyone wanting to join in. http://www.oaklandnet.com/OaklandsNationalNightOut2006.html





Who to Contact


If you are interested in being active in CORE planning, or in being part of our neighborhood emergency team, or in helping organize neighborhood events, please call:


	Contact, Phone, or


	Contact, Phone


	Email: email address


Thank you!








